
Avoid using too many colors on a structure which can
result in visual confusion; aim for three or fewer.

Generally, use only one color for the body. If the 
body of a building features two different sheathing 
materials, it is possible to use two different body 
colors to distinguish these exterior areas. 

Generally, use only one trim color for all decorative
woodwork such as gables, exposed structures, cornices,
corner boards, and porches. 

Use a sash and door color 
which is darker than the trim
color to cause these openings in
the building to recede. Use a 
sash and door color lighter than
the trim color to cause these
openings to project. 

Historic Color Suggestions from BENJAMIN MOORE PAINTS TM

Era PRE-CIVIL WAR VICTORIAN 20TH CENTURY

Style Colonial Gothic Revival Italianate Second Empire Queen Anne Richardsonian Colonial Prairie Craftsman
Romanesque Revival

Base Color Hodley Red Alexandria Beige Boothbay Gray Louisburg Green Greenfield Pumpkin Stone surface Hawthorne Yellow Old Salem Gray Ashley Grey
HC-65 HC-77 HC-165 HC-113 HC-40 HC-4 HC-94 HC-87

Trim Color Black INT RM Clinton Brown Garrison Red Monterey White Caldwell Green Van Buren Brown Brilliant White Richmond Gray Feather Down
HC-67 HC-66 HC-27 HC-124 HC-70 EXT RM HC-96 OC-6

Door Color Black INT RM Lancaster Whitewash Duxbury Gray Tate Olive Richmond Gold Van Buren Brown Summerdale Gold Lafayette Green Fairview Taupe
HC-174 HC-163 HC-112 HC-41 HC-70 HC-17 HC-135 HC-85

To view these colors you may visit the BENJAMIN MOORE PAINTS TM website at www.benjaminmoore.com

Planning a Paint Color Scheme

An accent color may be used for unique detailing 
which is part of the decorative woodwork such as frieze
panels and porch balusters. These features may be painted
with a second trim color or the body color. The accent
color should be applied consistently to all similar detailing
throughout the structure and used with restraint.

The body color will dominate the structure. Aim to 
choose a muted tone for the body color and reserve
brighter colors for the trim, sash and door, and 
accent areas. 

To avoid highlighting functional elements such as 
gutters and downspouts paint them with the body color. 

Exterior finishes are a major feature of a building,
serving to articulate its architectural elements.

Original Historic Paint Colors

Evidence suggests that prior to the American Revolution,
building owners used strong and bright paint colors including
reds, oranges, and vivid greens. Following the Revolution, as
the young country rejected colonial architecture in favor of
Greek Revival style for its association with democratic ideals, 
a shift from using bright colors to whites occurred. 

In the years leading to the Civil War, painters mixed paint at 
or near a job site and created colors from materials available
locally. To keep cost and maintenance low, building owners 

frequently chose a white for the main body 
color and a dark 

trim color. 

Following the Civil War, companies began manufacturing 
ready-mixed paint, and it became available wherever the 
railroad could take it. Popular pattern books for home 
construction and color paint brochures were widely 
distributed. Consequently, more building owners were 
selecting paints from a greater color palette. 

Andrew Jackson Downing's book, Cottage Residences, 
popularized Romantic-style houses echoing the picturesque
movement in landscape and architecture. The houses 
Downing advocated used colors harmonious in nature: 
neutrals, soil, stone, and grays, rather than the stark white 
with green trim scheme. 

During the Victorian era, balloon frame construction 
replaced heavy-timber framing, freeing houses from their 
traditional box shape. Industrialization allowed various 
house components to be mass-produced and shipped 
resulting in extravagant use of complex shapes and 
elaborate detailing. During this time, paint companies 
capitalized on a rising interest in and study of color 
theory. They created palettes and distributed brochures 
suggesting innovative uses of contrasting colors, generally 
darker ones, on this multi-faceted architecture.


